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BISS’s January 2013  

Polling Memo 
Frozen Trends: Polling Prognosis for 2013  
 

SUMMARY 

A stable public support for Alexander Lukashenka and a peak of “economic crisis feeling” of 

Belarusian citizens are the most important findings of the latest public opinion poll provided by 

IISEPS (from December 2012).  

Two years after his re-election Mr. Lukashenka has lost 20 points or even more (comparing IISEPS 

long-term polling data) and his public support has been stable at a level of 30%. This trend 

essentially makes him a minority leader. Such “President`s Peak” has been predicted by several 

previous BISS's Polling Memos. Yet, as the major polling prognosis for 2013, BISS suggests there is 

no sign Mr. Lukashenka would be in relevant danger to lose his secured one-third this year.  

Despite Mr. Lukashenka`s 2012 communication effort and some measures (especially salary 

growth), the number of those who thought that the Belarusian economy is in crisis has raised to the 

highest ever. The 88% in December 2012 represents 10 points more than half a year ago (in June 

2012 - 77%) and last month was even higher than at the end of the 2011 crisis year (81.5% in 

December 2011). 

However, as a contrast to this strong “feeling of crisis” of the population, the number of those who 

said Belarus was on the wrong track was “only” 46% in December 2012.  This is 10 points less than 

a year ago (in December 2011 it was 56%). Moreover, there are similar numbers in many European 

countries or in the U.S.   

Two years after Lukashenka started his current term Belarusians are significantly more pessimistic. 

The number of those who said Belarus was on the right track in December 2012 represented 33.5% 

of respondents (compared to 55% in December 2010) and just 23% said the economic and social 

situation in Belarus will improve in the next years (compared to 30% in December 2010).  

Despite the strong and wide-ranging public consensus on the economic crisis, there are frozen 

trends on every main issue such as economics, politics and geopolitical orientation. Although only 

one third of the population consider Mr. Lukashenka as the right leader for the country, the major 

part of the population still has not found any political, personal or programmatic alternative. 

Therefore BISS suggests that the year 2013 will be the year of frozen trends. The main question 

remains open: who or what would be able to unify the interests of the majority of Belarusians 

divided to those who are not in declared opposition to the regime (abo ut 35% of the adult 

population) and those who are in strong and long-term opposition (about 20%). Nevertheless, the 

need seems clear, as evidenced by the growing trust in independent media, trade unions and 

research centers. 
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DETAILED FINDINGS 

Economics 

The current presidential term started in December 2010 with rather optimistic expectations of 

the population. At the time, more than 70% said the social-economic situation of Belarus would 

not get worse: 30% said the situation “will improve” and 41% thought that it “will not change”. 

54% said that Belarus was “on the right track” - just 25% said “on the wrong track”.  

After the turbulence of 2011, flinging the majority of Belarusians into an unprecedented 

pessimistic mood, the following 2012 provided only partial recovery. Last December’s data 

show that the tendency has been fixed and that there are no changes in the perception of the 

direction the country is heading. A near-majority evaluate events negatively: 46% think that 

the country is on the wrong track. More than 30% (33.5% in the last quarter) invariably say the 

country is on the right track (see Chart 1). [There is some growth of the share of people who 

cannot answer; it is evidence of a growing confusion among the population.] 

 

Chart 1. Do you think the country is generally on the right track or on the wrong track? 

The evaluation of private economical position is stable as well. More than half of people 

answered that it has not changed. The growth of the average salary which was promised by the 

president fueled a 2.7% growth in the share of those who see their position improved, but 

these changes cannot be considered as significant (see Chart 2).  
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Chart 2. How has your economical position changed during the last three months? 

This stability cannot be treated positively. The share of people who think that the economy 

suffers from the crisis grows impressively (See Chart 3).  

 

Chart 3. Do you think that Belarusian economy suffers from crisis? 
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Politics 

The situation in the public opinion concerning the political sphere has been frozen as well. We 

can see that Lukashenka’s electoral rating is stable. It still hardly exceeds 30% and even 

demonstrates little decrease (from 34.5% in September to 31.5% in December). This is 

evidence of the inefficiency of salary growth for the popularity of the president in this term. On 

the other hand, Lukashenka has been pretty successful (in a span of one and half year) in his 

effort to lower his personal responsibility for the economic crisis in Belarus in the eyes of 

Belarusians: 41% of respondents blamed Lukashenka for the crisis in December 2012 

(compared to 56% a year ago and 61% in June 2011).  

The last polling data from 2012 also prove that there was a year of stabilization in numbers of 

“loyalists” to the regime: 66% said they are not in opposition to the regime (compared to 56% 

in September 2011), whereas 21% said they are in opposition to the regime (compared to 28% 

in September 2011). IISEPS’s polling data also shows a quite difficult situation for the political 

opposition regarding its political strategy, and is also a sign certain confusion among the 

population. 35% said the opposition should offer dialogue to the government, whereas 33% 

said that the opposition should struggle for Lukashenka’s exit. That proves at least half of 

Belarusians want serious changes, yet there is still no consensus about a proper (political) way 

even among them.   

BISS would also raise the attention to the finding that power and political institutes are not 

trusted (see Table 1). The top institutions enjoying trust are the Orthodox Church and the 

army. It is remarkable that people tend to trust the independent media (48% compared to 38% 

trusting state media), independent research centers (45% compared to 36% trusting state 

research centers), or independent trade unions (38% compared to 34% trusting official trade 

unions). Yet, rather than real comprehensive influence on society at large (in such difficult 

circumstances in which independent organizations operate) those data could indicate a 

considerable tendency of almost half of the population searching for (any) “alternative”, and 

also the potential of independent organizations (at the moment higher than independent 

political parties’ potential). 

Table 1. Do you trust the following governmental and non-governmental institutions? 

Institution I trust I do not trust DK/NA Index 

Orthodox Church 70.6 19.8 9.6 +0.509 

Army 52.8 34.7 12.5 +0.182 

Advocacy 48.3 32.6 19.1 +0.158 

International organizations (UN, EU, OSCE, the European 
Parliament, the Council of Europe, etc.) 

45.8 33.0 21.2 +0.128 

Non-state media 48.1 38.2 13.7 +0.099 

Catholic Church 44.1 34.5 21.4 +0.097 

Independent research centers 45.1 35.6 19.3 +0.096 

Business associations 44.7 36.8 18.5 +0.080 

Free and independent trade unions 38.7 36.7 24.6 +0.021 

Human rights organizations 33.5 35.3 31.2 –0.018 

Courts 40.8 43.5 15.7 –0.028 



 

 

 

5 

KGB 37.2 44.7 18.1 –0.076 

Prosecutor's office 37.8 46.8 15.4 –0.090 

Unions affiliated to the Federation of Trade Unions 34.1 43.7 22.2 –0.097 

President 39.1 49.1 11.8 –0.101 

State research centers 36.0 46.9 17.1 –0.111 

Police 37.4 49.3 13.3 –0.120 

State media 38.1 50.8 11.1 –0.128 

National Assembly 33.1 47.0 19.9 –0.140 

Government 35.0 50.4 14.6 –0.155 

Central Election Commission 32.9 52.5 14.6 –0.198 

Local Councils 31.5 53.9 14.6 –0.226 

Local Executive Committees 30.5 53.8 15.7 –0.235 

The political parties that support the president government 23.7 55.5 20.8 –0.319 

Opposition political parties 20.0 55.8 24.2 –0.360 

Protestant Church 16.3 56.0 27.7 –0.400 

 

The recurring question about participation in parliamentary elections does not show an 

important deviation from the results of previous research that provoked lively debates. 62.7% 

confirmed their participation in the elections, only a 3.7% difference compared to answers in 

September is normal for questions about facts (within the margin of statistical error). So the 

level of turnout could be considered as confirmed. 
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Geopolitics 

As in the previous quarter, the European choice is in the lead of geopolitical orientations of the 

population (see Chart 4). The absence of any dynamics corresponds to the stagnation of 

economics and politics. We may notice that there is a formed stable group of the population 

inclined to a European choice. Yet, they cannot find representatives of their interests in the 

political field. 

 

Chart 4. If asked to vote in a referendum for the Union with Russia or for joining the EU, you 

would vote for... 

People’s interest in Dialogue on Modernization with Belarus is growing  (see Chart 5). This 

cannot be linked with the program itself because the growth of the level of awareness is much 

lower (see Chart 6). From the one hand it can be explained by mounting needs for changes. 

From the other hand the data might reflect that even if the president looses the trust of the 

population, he still has an important influence on the agenda; people’s interest to 

modernization is related to his rhetoric. 

  

Chart 5. Have you ever about the program 
Dialogue on Modernization with Belarus? 

Chart 6. Is such a program is needed for 
Belarus? 
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